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Acknowledgements and special thanks to Jill Straker - Clh;f Simons St Georges Anglican Church, Gate Pa.
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Images inside St George’s Anglican Church built on the summit of Pukehinahina (the Historic Gate Pa Battle Site)
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hJstonc battle sﬂ:c of Gate Pa
on 29 April 1864, around 2,000 E:ﬂtlsh troaps with heavy

artillery were gathered around the area that is now this

reserve. Thlry were waiting, ready to fire upon 230 Maori
warrlors who were haled up in their fortified pa on the hill Hill arid thawes
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The Tauranga Campa|gn 21 January 1864 to 22 June 1864 mvolved the British Army, RoyaI Navy, Royal Marines, NZ Colonial
Defence Force including the NZ Forest Rangers, Military Settlers, Provincial Militia and Constabulary and Maori Auxiliary
supporting the crown, fighting a confederation of hostile Maori tribes known as the King Movement (Kingites). Battles took

place at Makatu, Pukehinahina (Gate Pa) & Te Ranga the last serious engagement on 22 June of the Tauranga campaign.



By the end of April about
2000 imperial troops had
assembled at Camp Te Papa.
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Lefti |mage - 4.5” caliber Coehorn Mortar W|th bomb shells on sabots at the Battle of Gate Pa April 1864. Lt General
Cameron leaning on the wheel of a 24 pounder smooth bored Howitzer field gun. Courtesy Alexander Turnbull Library

Right Image: From a Sketch by Lt H G Robley early morning 30 April 1864 the day after the battle. The view is
inside Gate Pa looking east from the breach. British soldiers from the 68th Regiment are standing guard while stretcher
bearers to the right are taking out wounded. There are 2 wounded Maori in the right hand ditch. To the left can be seen a
covered passage leading to the rifle pits and the pekerangi (light fence). Tauranga harbour can be seen in the background.

Courtesy Alexander Turnbull Library.

Maori defenders - Ngaiterangi warriors, arms consisted mainly of old flint tower (Brown Bess) muskets, Brummagem
(Birmingham made) smooth bored double (Tupara) and single barreled guns and short and long-handled tomahawks — war
hatchets (toki patiti).

British Forces small arms employed mainly; single shot rifled percussion muzzle loading 25bore (.577” caliber) Enfield

Rifles, Carbines and Bayonets, Officers with swords and 54bore (.44” caliber) P1851 Adams, and P1856 Beaumont Adams
percussion 5 chamber muzzle loading revolvers

British Artillery employed; one 110-pounder rifled breech loading Armstrong two 40-pounder Armstrong pivot Royal
Naval guns (from HMS Esk) and the Royal Artillery two 6-pounder Armstrong field guns; two smooth bored 24-pounder
howitzers; two, 8-inch mortars; and six Coehorn mortars.
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THE PA, BUILT UNDER THE DIRECTION OF
& HAD BEEN'CLEVERLY CONSTRUCTED USING A SYSTEM
OF TRENCHES AND BUNKERS SIMILAR TO THOSE

and mental toughness a;

LATER USED IN concealed in the trenches, They

withstood over twelvé lours of
-~ v relentless bombardment on &
cold, damip.day; after which they

Wezctatiil ready to deal with the
British assauit.
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Two months after Gate Pa,
pn 22 June 1864, another battle
at Te Ranga resulted in a victory

for the British regiments.

Colonel Greer, on patrel south of the Gate Pa site, came across a force
of 500 Maorl who were [onii'_\'i.n’a. position between the Waimapu River
and the Hopurererua Stream. ¥

Under attack from the British, the Maori fought bravely in their
unfinished pa. it was written that “they stood the charge without
flinching, and did not retire until forced out at the point of & bayonet.”
Colonel HH. Gieer, alter wham
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fren e Raupatu seizing the la.nd
The government had won control of the land. Mzor were forced off productive land,
which was made available for Pakeha settlers. With the confiscation of the land the
econoimic hase of the local tribes was destroyed. To make matters worse, the government
chaose to return land and make payment only to one tribe, Ngsiterang. The Ngati l
Ranginui trite lost ancestral 1and and were classed as rebels.

O hunddped wnd elght Miosl wies burfed
i e Fe pite they had been preporing.
Among thom wore their leader, Rowirl
Fuadiinahe, ane the man whe had written
e conle of conducl, Heonare Tarotoa
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These Information Plaques are installed besides the pathway at Gate Pa (Pukehinahina) Hlstorlc Battle Site.
Courtesy Tauranga City Council
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hasttin of Gisle Pa and was
ereadibed with giviig waterio
the dying Cedanel Boats,

Taratoa was killed during
fighting at Te Rasgn in Jxine
1854, A copr of the code ol
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68th Durham nght Infantry offlcers (Lt CoIoneI Greer standlng 5" from Ieft) at Te Papa, Tauranga April 1864
Courtesy Alexander Turnbull Library.
| am researching all arms used by British and New Zealand Forces in the Tauranga Campaign 1864 and by the Maori Kingites,

information or copies of contemporary photographs showing arms would be much appreciated.
Please send to jcosborne@xtra.co.nz or P O Box 52, Kaitaia, 0441, New Zealand.




